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Children are shaped by their environment. 
This is why creating sustainable educational 
facilities can improve wellbeing and inspire 
new generations to achieve great things. 

As a global leader in architectural aluminum 
solutions, Kawneer has an extensive product 
portfolio designed to protect, improve and 
optimize the efficiency of elementary schools. 
From thermal performance and acoustics, 
to lighting and reduced glare, our innovative 
solutions are proven to advance learning. 
Education has always been the cornerstone 
of our business. Kawneer systems offer the 
perfect balance of natural heat and light, 
durability and uninterrupted views. 

Our market-leading product range maximizes 
the benefits of using aluminum systems 
and inspires architects, Energy Service 
Companies (ESCOs) and schools to build a 
more sustainable future. 

DESIGNED 
AROUND 
SUSTAINABILITY, 
BUILT AROUND 
EVERY ABILITY
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PRODUCTS 
350/500 Heavy Wall™ Entrance

1600 Wall System®1 Curtain Wall 
1600 Wall System®2 Curtain Wall 

AT A GLANCE 
Our 350/500 Heavy Wall Entrance offers long-lasting quality 
and durability. It has been designed to be used in high-traffic 
areas, such as schools, offices and universities.

Kawneer’s 1600 Wall System®1 Curtain Wall / 1600 Wall 
System®2 Curtain Wall systems are stick fabricated, pressure 
glazed curtain wall for low to mid-rise applications. 

THE PRODUCT IN PLACE
Lady Bird Johnson Middle School is one of the largest 
net-zero energy public schools in North America. 
Opened ahead of the 2011 academic year, the school 
is powered by renewable energy sources, such as wind, 
solar and geothermal.

Accommodating approximately 900 students, Lady Bird 
Johnson Middle School is designed to provide as much 
energy on-site as it uses over the course of a year, with 
the building receiving LEED® certification thanks to its 
renewable credentials.

The environmentally friendly Kawneer 350/500 Heavy 
Wall Entrances and 1600 Curtain Wall systems were 
installed to improve thermal insulation and on-site 
durability, and the school also features Kawneer’s light 
shelves and frames.

By investing in renewable energy sources and our 
sustainable products, the school’s energy costs are 
roughly 70% lower than a traditional K-12 facility.

350/500 HEAVY WALL™ ENTRANCE

Key benefits
 - High thermal performance

 - Blast mitigation, hurricane resistance

 - Moderate to high traffic applications

TOP MARKS FOR THERMAL 
PERFORMANCE AND 
DURABILITY
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1600 WALL SYSTEM®1 CURTAIN WALL 
1600 WALL SYSTEM®2 CURTAIN WALL

Key benefits
 - 2-1/2” (63.5mm) sightline

 -  6” (152.4mm), 7-1/2” (190.5mm)  
or 10-1/2” (267mm) depth

 - Thermal performance

 - Low to mid rise applications

 - Blast mitigation, hurricane resistance

Lady Bird Johnson Middle School 
Irving, Texas
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Henryville Schools
Henryville, Indiana



PRODUCT
Trifab® VersaGlaze® 451 Framing System 

AT A GLANCE 
Trifab® VersaGlaze® is built on the proven and successful 
Trifab® platform – with all the versatility its name implies, it is 
designed for the most demanding thermal performance and 
employs a dual Isolock® thermal break.

THE PRODUCT IN PLACE
With seamless incorporation of Kawneer entrances or windows, 
including GLASSvent® visually frameless ventilators, Trifab® 
framing can be used on almost any project. 

In 2012, Henryville School’s junior, senior and elementary 
facilities were hit by a storm. Luckily, the school had been 
evacuated and most students had returned home.

TRIFAB® 451/451T/451UT FRAMING SYSTEMS 

Key benefits
 -  Ultra thermal, high thermal or non-thermal performance

 - Center and front-glazed

 -  Hurricane resistance on center-glazed Trifab® 451 
Framing System

Other products used
 - 350 Medium Stile Entrances 

 - Trifab® VersaGlaze® 451 Framing 

 -  3-1/4” Overlap Projected Thermal Windows (Project Out) 

 - 3-1/4” Fixed Thermal Windows

SECURING THE 
SCHOOL OF 
HARD KNOCKS

Following the event, state and school officials promised 
to rebuild in time for the next academic year. The original 
buildings featured entrances and windows from Kawneer, 
proving strength and durability against the tornado, and for 
the same reasons, Kawneer products were chosen again for 
the rebuild.

Also, 350 Medium Stile Entrances were installed, providing the 
corridors with extra strength, while 3-1/4” thermal windows 
offered clean aesthetics and increased durability. High-
performance insulating glass, with Heat Mirror® Suspended 
Coated Film Technology, was fitted throughout the school.  

Working as fast as possible to manufacture products in a short 
time frame, with extended workdays and larger installation 
crews, we were able to meet the deadline.
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PRODUCT 
InLighten® Interior Light Shelf 

AT A GLANCE 
InLighten® leverages minimal material content, sightlines, 
weight, installation and maintenance efforts, all while 
maximizing value, daylighting and design options.

THE PRODUCT IN PLACE
The ability to attach the InLighten® Interior Light Shelf 
to multiple Kawneer curtain wall and storefront framing 
systems makes it a perfect match for either new or 
retrofit projects.

One of the most important aspects of a holistic school 
building is high-quality daylighting. In fact, the World 
Green Building Council reports that in classrooms with 
good daylight, students attain 5% to 14% higher scores on 
tests and learn 20% to 25% faster than kids who work in 
windowless spaces.

INLIGHTEN® INTERIOR LIGHT SHELF 

Key benefits
 - Variable depths up to 30” (762mm)

 - Tilt feature for easy cleaning of reflective surface

 -  Compatible with curtain walls and storefront framing

 -  Translucent polycarbonate or opaque aluminum 
composite (ACM) panel options 

 -  Potential Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design (LEED) credits

A SHINING LIGHT 
FOR SUSTAINABLE 
LEARNING

At the Torah Academy in Metairie, Louisiana, our light 
shelf reflects sunlight up to the ceiling and deeper into the 
building. Available as a translucent polycarbonate or opaque 
aluminum composite panel, this flexible and versatile 
solution helps reduce the need for artificial lighting and 
increases energy savings.

InLighten® features an extruded aluminum chassis system 
and offers several panel choices. With depths of up to 30” 
(762mm), you can maximize the overall reflective surface 
area, while the minimalist design also incorporates a tilt 
feature for easy cleaning of the top reflective panel.
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Torah Academy
Metairie, Louisiana



Hot Springs Intermediate School
Arkansas



PRODUCT
Versoleil® SunShade 

AT A GLANCE 
The Versoleil® SunShade Outrigger System allows architects 
and designers to mix and match components, while 
maintaining an aesthetic consistency between a building’s 
curtain wall and storefront.

THE PRODUCT IN PLACE
Hot Springs Intermediate School in Arkansas needed to 
expand its existing facilities due to overcrowding. Kawneer 
collaborated on the new, larger K-12 development with 
Versoleil® SunShade products. 

We worked with Valley Building Specialties to develop a 
modified variant of our 1600 SunShade™ to control natural 
light during school hours. Some 350 Kawneer Medium Stile 

Entrances were incorporated into the building’s high-traffic 
areas, providing extra strength and durability, while our 
Trifab® VersaGlaze® 451T Framing System provided added 
security. K-12 schools built with Kawneer’s innovative 
solutions have been proven to increase student productivity 
and performance on cognitive tests, while reducing energy 
costs to become more sustainable.

When designing Hot Springs Intermediate School, the objective 
was to create an energy-efficient building using the budget 
and materials available.  

We manufactured the outside of the vertical sunshade from 
storefront door rail materials, while the inside is glazed 
with perforated panels. The sunshades featured throughout 
the school’s exterior were designed to meet the Hot Spring 
School District’s energy requirements, with each one 
providing maximum sun control.  

Hot Springs School District is now occupied by 700 fifth 
and sixth graders, features a physical education building, 
auditorium and an elaborate arts wing. The school now 
benefits from an open floor plan, abundant natural light, 
reduced energy consumption and state-of-the-art 
teaching resources.

HOW TO KEEP 
A COOL HEAD 
IN EVERY LESSON

VERSOLEIL® SUNSHADE

Key benefits
 - 30” (762mm) or 36” (914.4mm) depths

 - Compatible with curtain walls

 - Single blade and storefront options also available

 - Variable blade options

 -  Potential Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design (LEED) credits

Other products used
 - 1600 Wall System®1 Curtain Wall

 - 350 Medium Stile Entrances with Paneline® Exit Devices

 -  Custom vertical sunshade built from 190 Narrow Stile 
Entrance door rail

 - 2000 Skylight

 - Trifab® VersaGlaze® 451T Storefront Framing 
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Able to deliver value-engineered solutions 
for any new build or modernization project, 
Kawneer has gained an enviable track 
record in the Education sector. A single-
source supplier, we can offer short lead 
times, while ensuring that our systems 
remain competitive in the marketplace, 
and all products come complete with a 
range of warranties. 

We provide recycled billet on your 
project specific design needs. We are 
also committed to providing product 
transparency through a range of industry 
standards, including Environmental 
Product Declarations (EPDs), Kawneer 
Material Transparency Summaries (MTS), 
the Cradle to Cradle Certified® Products 
Program and DECLARE labels. 

REDUCING 
ENERGY, COST 
AND IMPACT
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Lady Bird Johnson Middle School 
Irving, Texas



To discover how architectural aluminum products can transform your next education project, 
get in touch with your Kawneer sales representative today.

To find out more, visit: KawneerK-12Sustainability.com 

PRODUCTS SHAPED BY 
A NATURAL LEARNING 
ENVIRONMENT


